
First Grade Summer Reading  
2019-2020 

 
1) The Truth about my Unbelievable Summer by Davide Cali  What really happened 
over the summer break? A curious teacher wants to know. The epic explanation? What 
started out as a day at the beach turned into a globe-spanning treasure hunt with high-
flying hijinks, exotic detours, an outrageous cast of characters, and one very mischievous 
bird! Is this yet another tall tale, or is the truth just waiting to be revealed?   
 
Standards: 

- RL.1.5. Explain major differences between books that tell stories and books that 
give information, drawing on a wide reading of a range of text types. 

Activities:  Students will discuss the differences between fiction (make-believe) and non-
fiction (true) stories.  This activity will prepare students for the first grade curriculum by 
focusing on identifying details in the story and analyzing story genres.  Students will also 
practice the writing process of drafting, editing and revising their ideas while writing a 
narrative about their own summer vacations.   

 
2) Poppleton by Cythnia Rylant  Poppleton the pig makes a friend, reads a library book 
about adventure, and helps a sick friend get better. 
 
Standards:  

- RL.1.1. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
- RL.1.3. Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key 

details.  

Activities:  Students will discuss the setting, characters and plot in the story Poppleton by 
creating a craft that displays that key details of the story.   
 
3) Pick any 1 (one) book from the Pete The Cat series by Eric Litwin and James Dean 
 
A fun, musically driven series about exploring your world and trying new things; pushing 
the boundaries while being smart, accepting, and optimistic. Pete is a very cool and 
loveable cat who experiences the day-to-day challenges and changes that children can 
relate to on a personal level. Whether you're making new friends, or facing all of life's 
ups and downs, Pete highlights the lessons life can teach you. 
 
Standards:  

- RL.1.2. Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of 
their central message or lesson.  

Activities: Students will use their selected Pete The Cat story to discuss sequence of 
events, characters and story themes.  Students will use their selected text to create short 
book reports about their individual story.   


